Recent evidence has suggested that mild depression of prothrombin activity may encourage thrombus formation,' and it has long been held that a similar effect due to &dquo;rebound&dquo; hypercoagulability occurs after sudden withdrawal of anticoagulant therapy. [2] [3] [4] [5] This report assesses the effect of varying degrees of prothrombin depression and abrupt correction of hypoprothrombinemia with large doses of vitamin Kl on thrombus growth in vivo.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Studies were performed on adult New Zealand white rabbits ranging in weight from 3.5 to 6.0 kg and subsisting on Rockland Rabbit Ration. Warfarin sodium in the form of Coumadin and vitamin Kl in the form of Aqua-Mephyton were utilized.
Thrombi were initiated in the ligated common carotid artery of the rabbit by applying a direct current of 2.5 mamp for 30 min through platinum electrodes (3 by 7 mm) placed central to the point of occlusion of the vessel. Thrombi were removed and weighed after growth had been allowed to continue for 6.5 
